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2 Thessalonian&:1-5,13-17

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, drah&ydecome

easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of t
Lord has already com8.Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruttienwill oppose and will exalt himself over
everything that ixalled God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself toShe God.
Don't you remember that when | was with you | used to tell you these things?

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by tihd, because from the beginning God chose you to
be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the frdithe called you to this through our
gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus QiSt then, brdiers, stand firm and hold to the
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by l&é&dday our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our
Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and gootifepmnurage your hets and
strengthen you in every good deed and word.

While our scripture today comes from®@hessalonians it is important to understand how and where it comes
from in relationship to I Thessalonians. *IThessalonians is considered onelud first of the Pauline letters written
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time get a following and then leave to move to the next. He would then send or sometimes everateagsociate to
continuewhat he had began.

In the case of L Thessalonians Paul wroteatiletter in response to a report given by his associate Timothy and
uses the letter to answer two questions: How do they make sense out of persecution and ywpankavhen death
actually comes. These two questions also are answered in pat ih@ssalonians. The biggest difference being that 2
Thessalonians is not necessarily written by Paul.
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While many scholars still contend that it is a true work of Paul particularly in relatptes how the passage we heard
today correlates quite well with the entire premise df Thessalonianshere is a growing group of scholars that believe
the letter is pseudonymous, albeit a good exampi@seudonymous writingDespite the dispute of dlorship, both
letters revolve around questions of faith. Téentinuing theme throughout both books is the understanding of
faithfulness and relying on God amidst persecution and lawlessness.

So where does this scripture call us today? This Summer @ativia Bible School theme was Stand Strong. The
entire week was spent learning about standing strong for ol I @ NASGe& 2F ftAFSQa OAND
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sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He [God] called you to this through our gospel, that you
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We are talking attle about the difficult topic of predestination. Predestination is a difficult and frustrating
concept for many biblical scholars. Thd 8 A O O2y OSLJi 2F LINBRSaGAYFGA2Y 02Af:
for a moment. While | will continue om tdiscuss some of the various understandings of this theological concept | am
coming at it not from an authoritative measure but as a means of learning and understanding together more about our
faith lives. There are a lot of conflicting and difficult thegical understandings of the various topics we can discuss in
the church and sometimes we have to accept that we just do not get it and trust and have faith in God that we are not
meant to fully understand.

Predestination is, at least in my opinion, asiethose theological topics that at some point | have to Stand
Strong in my faith about and just accept | will not know and can not fully understand because | am n&oGaoel will
attempt to delve a small way into this topic and | freely admit we arteewen hitting the tip of the iceberg.

Within this concept of predestination is what is often termed as the paradox of free will. If you recall the story of
Adam and Eve and how they both chose to eat the apglth one consequence being taken out of tBarden of Eden
thereby severing their relationship with God and determining that we are all, their heirs apparent, are separated from
God. The entirety of the rest of scripture essentially asks us, and compels us, even gives us commandments to follow,
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You see one understanding of predestination is that God is always desirous of a right relationship with us. This
relationship with God is for what we are prestmed. God wills us to always be in right relationship v@tid However
even with that predestined promise of right relationship we still have a choice.

So what do we choose? That is what the author"8ffhessalonians is potentially addressing. Hére il 3 Ay 6
we ought always to thank God for you, brothers [and sisters] loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose
you to be save through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He [God] called you to this
through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers [and sisters] stand firm
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of the Lord on our hearts to stand firm in belief and truth of the knowledge that we are beloved by God. The choice to
Stand Strong is ours.



