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2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become 

easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the 

Lord has already come. 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs 

and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over 

everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 

Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to 

be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our 

gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 

teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 

Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

While our scripture today comes from 2nd Thessalonians it is important to understand how and where it comes 

from in relationship to 1st Thessalonians.  1st Thessalonians is considered one of the first of the Pauline letters written 

around 51. Lǘ ǿŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦǘŜƴǘƛƳŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ 

time get a following and then leave to move to the next. He would then send or sometimes even leave an associate to 

continue what he had began.  

In the case of 1st Thessalonians Paul wrote that letter in response to a report given by his associate Timothy and 

uses the letter to answer two questions: How do they make sense out of persecution and what happens when death 

actually comes. These two questions also are answered in part in 2nd Thessalonians. The biggest difference being that 2nd 

Thessalonians is not necessarily written by Paul.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƛǊƻƴƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ άnot become easily unsettle or alarmed by some 

ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΧέ as 2nd Thessalonians is one of the disputed Paulian letters. 

While many scholars still contend that it is a true work of Paul particularly in relationship to how the passage we heard 

today correlates quite well with the entire premise of 1st Thessalonians. There is a growing group of scholars that believe 

the letter is pseudonymous, albeit a good example of pseudonymous writing. Despite the dispute of authorship, both 

letters revolve around questions of faith.  The continuing theme throughout both books is the understanding of 

faithfulness and relying on God amidst persecution and lawlessness. 

So where does this scripture call us today? This Summer our Vacation Bible School theme was Stand Strong. The 

entire week was spent learning about standing strong for God ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǎŀƛŘ ά{ǘŀƴŘ {ǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ {ǘŀƴŘ Strong, through the ups and 

ŘƻǿƴǎΣ {ǘŀƴŘ {ǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΦέ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴƎ Ŧƛǘ ǎƻ ŀǇǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎƪǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ά{ǘŀƴŘ ŦƛǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΧέ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊƳ άBecause from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the 

sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He [God] called you to this through our gospel, that you 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 



We are talking a little about the difficult topic of predestination. Predestination is a difficult and frustrating 

concept for many biblical scholars. The ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻƛƭǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƛƭƭΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǳǎŜ ƘŜǊŜ 

for a moment. While I will continue on to discuss some of the various understandings of this theological concept I am 

coming at it not from an authoritative measure but as a means of learning and understanding together more about our 

faith lives. There are a lot of conflicting and difficult theological understandings of the various topics we can discuss in 

the church and sometimes we have to accept that we just do not get it and trust and have faith in God that we are not 

meant to fully understand.  

Predestination is, at least in my opinion, one of those theological topics that at some point I have to Stand 

Strong in my faith about and just accept I will not know and can not fully understand because I am not God.  So we will 

attempt to delve a small way into this topic and I freely admit we are not even hitting the tip of the iceberg.  

Within this concept of predestination is what is often termed as the paradox of free will. If you recall the story of 

Adam and Eve and how they both chose to eat the apple  with one consequence being taken out of the Garden of Eden 

thereby severing their relationship with God and determining that we are all, their heirs apparent, are separated from 

God.  The entirety of  the rest of scripture essentially asks us, and compels us, even gives us commandments to follow, 

aƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǎƪǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  

You see one understanding of predestination is that God is always desirous of a right relationship with us. This 

relationship with God is for what we are predestined. God wills us to always be in right relationship with God. However 

even with that predestined promise of right relationship we still have a choice.  

So what do we choose? That is what the author of 2nd Thessalonians is potentially addressing. Here iǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ά .ǳǘ 

we ought always to thank God for you, brothers [and sisters] loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose 

you to be save through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He [God] called you to this 

through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers [and sisters] stand firm 

ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻǊ ōȅ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 

¢ƻ DƻŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ. It is up to us, essentially our choice, to answer that call 

of the Lord on our hearts to stand firm in belief and truth of the knowledge that we are beloved by God.  The choice to 

Stand Strong is ours.  

 

   

 

 


