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Galatians 1:1-12 (NRSV)

I know normally | would be reading therpture here but let me leadp to ushearing it.We have to remember
that scripture is a unique and diverse mix of proclamatiathsnadewith purpose. ltwas not like Scripture wasitially
written downto lastthousands of years to be in2 R . & @ &W&i@ & i® a major cornerstone of our faith and our
understanding as Disciples of Christ it was not written down on acid free paper with acid ferelifdcked away in a
time vault for others to open at the 100th anniversary.

The word of the Lord was spoken ameant to be heard out loudot read In theFirst Testamenive hear
primarily stories and history.hen in the New Testament the written wowdas becoming more accessilolee to the
Hellenistic culturéhat very much promoted educatiolowever, dmost allwritten word wasstill meant to be read out
loud for all to hear and understand because not everyone could fEadlay most of us can readéexplore the
scriptures for ourselves but there is still profound power in the spoken word of the Lord.

Galatiansas youwill hear itis a letter that calls us into religious independence. According to some sctiwars
letterA & G KS & a | H# Christidnlfaltkd] repudtating éll authorities, institutions, customs, and laws that interfere
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Paul starts the letter off as many of his letters belgyrstating his authority. You might gedted of this because
almost all of his letters begin this way. But let us consider where Pauhssted is writing these letters.eHs preaching
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preaching to the Jews and the Gentiles who know Jesus or have never heard abddeli&surrounded by people who
do not understand what he is trying to live in and be a patiyohis belief in Jesus as the Christ and Lord and Savior of
his Life He isessentiallyeach one of ugRough Transition?)

We live in 2013s0 how can we be like Padl?K Sy ¢S g £ 1 2 dzi 2 dzMinRecurNgdias, G dzN
our laptops, our phones and we are bombarded by a ton of information. Our wegdgally in recent yearhas
changed not just in accessibility of information but in tons of other waysNtmst families instead of driving one car
nowdrivetwoormore! f 23 2F (GKAy3I& INB O6A3IISNI YR aGoSipg8ybn GKI
that we no longer live in a world where everyone goes to church on Sufaycommunities are changing, our
expectations are changing.

One of the things that consistently strikes me about Paul is his humble awareness that he cannot do it on his
own. He has to be a part of the greater community, the community of "Our God." Paul fully acknowledges this
community in how he shares the Gospel with those he writes to. He is doing this sharing with others about God as a pz
of the greater 'we' in a aomunity.

So what is our community? On whom are we interdependent? We have on the most basic level our families. Th
people we live within the same household. Then we have our more expansive families, and I'm just talking about peopl
we're related too. Wehave cousins, aunts, uncles, grandparents. Then we have those close friends we've included into
our family circles. We have our church family, and the list can just goes on and on for the possibilities we have in our
choice of our community. The peopleevallow into our communities, into our worlds, are the people we seem to
acknowledge and trust with our lives, ourselves, who we essentially are. We share with these people in the day to day
experiences. The waking up, the meals, the work, the everythengxperience in a day. We share of ourselves so very
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much with the people we're surrounded by. Sometimes inadvertently we have habits that those who love us recognize
before we do.

Like the little things we do when we're nervous or anxious. | meanymawcan lookand just know about what
is going on wittsomeone you care about and know well. And maybe | make an assumption about how much you care.
But take a moment to turn to the person next to you maybe the person you came with, or take this timek@biout
people you care about. Think about the ways you recognize when they are upset or when they are angry. Think about
how you realize they are happy, they are annoyed, confused. Think about what makes them unique in how you
recognize them. We as mans recognize so much about those around us just from body language. It is our natural
inclination to ask if everything is all right if we recognize that something is not quite up to par withwieasee about
"are you okay?"éDo you need helpvith ar@ i K A gf&deiamples of what me might ask. Often we in response just
shrug off these questions and say well things are fine. We don't let the people we care about and who care about us in

Ly 0SAy3 AYYSNESR eang magfttan wilig 2ol SuNddeiandtherdi®se people we
know so well in all manners of life but not in how we are living for the Lord. We have really lost that langoagthis
isme, this is who | am, culturdn fact most of us would probably view it as incrégibffensive for someone to point
out the splinter in our own eyes when all we can see is the splinter in thaithisIscripture after a minimal greeting
Paul is calling out the Christians of Galatigsten and hear what todays scripture is saying.

1Paul an apostte sent neither by human commission nor from human authorities, but through Jesus Christ and
God the Father, who raised him fromthedead YR | f f GKS YSYO6SNBR 2F D2RQ& FI
churches of Galatia: 3Grace to you andgef&om God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our
sins to set us free from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

61 am astonished that you are so quickgsdrting the one who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning
to a different gospal 7not that there is another gospel, but there are some who are confusing you and want to pervert
the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heavenldhpoaclaim to you a gospel contrary to what we
proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed! 9As we have said before, so now | repeat, if anyone proclaims to you a
gospel contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed!
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people, | would not be a servant of Christ. 11For | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was
proclaimed by me is not of human origin; 12for | did receive it from a human source, nor was | taught it, but |
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
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plank and accountability to or@nother as Christians. Accountabilityis (0 2 dzOK 'y R 32 G2LIA O Ay
really talk about it outside of ourselves being held only accountable to ourselves and GatthoRghireally emphasizes
that selfaccountability is important but it ialso up to us to help one anothand hold one another accountabile our
faith.

See, Paul never discounts his beginnings as a persecutor of Christians to a faithful believer. It is a story we are
familiar with in how Saul became Paul. But we are oftewiding to point fingers and lajgdgmentson others that we
do not look at ourselves first and others second. We look at tfieshand see what they are doing and mark our
behavior against theirdt has been this way for thousands of years.dfget to please God and instead try to please
people. Paul is speaking to the same issue we have tdtlayight be 2013 but people are people and it is us as people
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